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Minutes of the Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council Meeting 
Coastal Regional Commission 

July 28, 2015  10:00 a.m. 
Richmond Hill City Center 

 
Call to Order: 
Rev. Lloyd Dees called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and opened with prayer. 
Reverend Ralph Bailey played the saxophone. Claire Frasier sang. 
 
Members Present: 
Rev. Lloyd Dees   Ceola Foreman  Farran Fullilove        
Rev. Henry Frasier, Sr.   Margie Pevey-Shuman Kenneth Shuman 
Dessie Baker    Linda Mercer   Linda Wright   
Lillian Simmons   Janet Watford   Elizabeth Jones 
David Anderson, Sr.   Oliver Miller   Walter Gibson   
Howard Dawson, Sr.   Daniel Brantley  Eleanor Legg 
 
Members Absent: 
Deborah Scariano   Pat Rentz   Lorraine Koenn 
Lloyd Flanders 
 
Guests Present: 
Tony Chiarello    Richard Ellison   Margaret Kramer Ellison 
Maudie Anderson   Delores Dees   Vermelle Bailey 
Reverend Ralph Bailey  Laverne Miller   Dr. Beckie Gaston-Dawson 
Lucy Powell 
 
Staff Present: 
Dionne Lovett, Allen Burns, Pam Rogers, Loreatha Jenkins, Gale Barr, Tori Windsor, Teresa 
Townsend 
 
Minutes Approved: 
Minutes were approved with no corrections or additions. 
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Old Business: 
Dionne Lovett recognized the new officers for the next two fiscal years: Farran Fullilove – Vice 
Chairperson, Ceola Foreman – Secretary, and Reverend Lloyd Dees – Chairperson.  She thanked 
the officers for accepting these positions that they were voted for.  
 
Ms. Lovett reminded members they received a copy of House Bill 72 in the mail prior to the 
meeting. This bill is one of the issues that we worked on as advocates across the State 
strengthening the laws and language against elder abuse. Every year AAAs across Georgia and 
other agencies get together with the Council on Aging to coordinate advocacy issues and 
submit issues to be considered by State Membership of CoAge; twelve issues were submitted 
for us to consider. Voting is open to all Co-Age members. The Coastal Area Agency on Aging 
(AAA) has 5 paid memberships. Ms. Lovett explained that she will present a short video clip 
describing each issue and let the Aging Advisory council members help the Coastal AAA cast our 
available votes as a group (1 budget issue and 3 legislative issues). The following were the 
issues presented:  

1. Issue A (Budget): Funding for Comprehensive ANE Training  
Provide $500,000 in additional funding to combat/investigate abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation. 

2. Issue B (Budget): Funding for GBI Agents to Fight Elder Abuse 
There is a need for more Georgia Bureau Investigators to help fight the crime of elder 
abuse. Elder abuse has no boundaries in Georgia and we need agents in all 15 regions. 

3. Issue C (Budget): Transitions Services Funding  
This issue relates to moving people from nursing homes back into the community. We 
currently have services and the funding from the Federal budget (Money Follows the 
Person) but that money is going away.  

4. Issue D (Legislative): Aging in Place Study Committee  
Over 80% of people want to remain in their homes to age. This issue is asking that an 
Aging in Place Study Committee be created. Once the committee is created, a plan has 
to be submitted and then implemented.  

5. Issue E (Legislative): Caregiver ID in Education and Hospitals 
This issue will support caregivers by providing support and training to the caregiver 
upon discharge from the hospital so they can adequately support and care for a person 
in their home.  Currently, hospitals are mandated to educate the patient upon 
discharge, but there is no mandate to educate the caregiver.  

6. Issue F (Legislative): Elder and Disabled Abuser Registry 
This issue supports having a registry that will help employers access accused or 
substantiated cases of abuse, not just convicted cases of abuse.  

7. Issue G (Legislative): Grocery Tax Exemption and Age-Friendly Tax Credits 
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Currently there is an exemption for grocery taxes and home modification taxes; this 
exemption ends December 2016.  This issue would cover caregivers who for example, 
have to do some home modifications on their home due to an elderly parent living with 
them. This issue opposes sales taxes on the sale of food and food ingredients for 
individuals for off-premise consumption. 

8. Issue H (Legislative): Mandatory Safe Driver Training for those Over Age 65 
If this passed, elders would have to take a driver’s test every year to keep driver’s 
license. This issue would require that once a person turns 65, they would have to 
automatically take a driver’s license test. 

9. Issue I (Legislative): Modification of Home Accessibility Tax Credit 
It is important to reintroduce this tax credit to allow multi-family housing and the 
elderly to take advantage of this tax credit. The example of a caregiver modifying a 
home to help an elderly parent that lives in that home, applies to this issue also. 

10. Issue J (Legislative): Multi-state Guardianship Law 
This issue deals with a situation such as a family member that has an elderly relative 
visiting them in one state and the legal guardian is in another state. The State needs to 
recognize that one family member has legal guardianship but the family is giving ok for 
the other family member in another State to speak on that elderly person’s behalf. 

11. Issue K (Legislative): Oral Health Care for Seniors  
This would allow dental hygienists to do some of the work outside of the presence of a 
dentist (example a dental hygienist going to nursing home to do routine oral cleaning or 
evaluation without dentist, in a sterile setting). Otherwise, this oral health care becomes 
too expensive. 

12. Issue L (Legislative): Work and Save Retirement Plan 
This issue deals with having employers create a vehicle for employees to have payroll 
deductions to put into a retirement plan; this does not mandate that employers fund 
the retirement plan. Studies have shown that most people will not save for retirement if 
it is not a payroll deducted plan. 

 
Ms. Lovett asked Advisory Council members to take the yellow sheet that was distributed to 
them and choose one budget issue and three legislative issues. We will then cast our vote as an 
agency and submit with the rest of the state. She will then send correspondence via mail to let 
members know which issues were selected by the state; we can then go forward and advocate 
for issues. 
 
New Business: 
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Ms. Lovett does not have the date yet for Senior Week at the Capital; however, January 28, 
2016 will be the date of “The Be There for Seniors Rally.” 

 
The AAA completes a four-year planning cycle to submit the Area Plan. Every year, Ms. Lovett 
comes before the Council to present goals. The formal presentation of the needs assessments 
findings will be held at the Coastal Regional Commission (CRC) council meetings and 
notifications will be sent to AAA Advisory Council members in advance. This is the year the AAA 
issues Requests for Proposals to subcontractors for all the services provided (some examples 
are adult day care, meals on wheels, and in-home services). The AAA will be seeking assistance 
to review these proposals (proposals go out in October/November).  
 
“Bluzin’ at Mary Ross Waterfront Park” is a Jazz concert to be held on Saturday, September 5, 
2015 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. sponsored by the Coastal AAA.  This is a free fun-filled 
community event that will include music, exhibits, food, activities for children, and more. The 
AAA wants to reach a broader audience in an effort to educate all generations about topics and 
issues our seniors are facing today. 
 
Rev. Dees would like the Advisory Council members to work on getting a senior joke book 
together. Pamela Rogers, Contracts Administrator for the CRC, mentioned that she could find a 
student that would help us put together the book. He encouraged members to bring jokes to 
the next meeting.  
 
Rev. Dees briefly discussed the handout that Dionne prepared with the number of people on 
our waiting lists (for services). He has noticed this waiting list for years now and mentioned that 
it is a long list. He proposed that we designate this upcoming year (October 2015 – October 
2016) as the year to hold some fund raisers to help people on these waiting lists and set a goal 
of $50,000. He asked to be placed on our September CRC Council meeting calendar (as well as 
inviting some of the Advisory Council members) to present this proposal to raise funds. The 
total waiting for home delivered meals is currently 388 and homemaker services 862. He asked 
for suggestions on how to raise these funds. Lillian Simmons wants to go to county 
commissioners and ask for more money.  
 
Dionne announced that the AAA is working with the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council in 
Atlanta to fight elderly abuse in Savannah/Chatham Co. The AAA is hosting a kick-off event on 
September 28, 2015 and inviting all of Chatham Co. AAA staff will be informing the public on 
the issue of elder abuse and training law enforcement and the District Attorney’s office how to 
recognize and possibly prosecute those guilty of elder abuse. 
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Allen Burns, CRC’s Executive Director, spoke to the group regarding a few issues. The CRC 
hosted a golf tournament last year to raise money for Meals on Wheels; approximately $6,000 
was raised last year. The CRC plans to hold another tournament this year (November 2015) to 
raise money again and try to increase the amount this year.  The CRC is in a new budget year. 
Dues were increased for counties. The CRC is absorbing losses and budget cuts. Tom Ratcliffe is 
the new CRC Chairman, former Mayor of Hinesville. The Federal budget is coming up in 
October. He emphasized that all should visit the Tools for Life Lab at the CRC office. The Coastal 
AAA is the only Area Agency on Aging that has this program for helping people understand the 
available tools for people that are disabled in any way.  
 
The Coastal AAA now has a partnership with FODAD (Friends of Disabled Adults and Children). 
This company receives used medical equipment. The Coastal AAA has been designated as a 
drop-off/pick-up site. FODAD will pick up equipment, refurbish it, and give it away to anyone 
that needs it.  Likewise, if you or someone you know needs a piece of medical equipment that 
they cannot afford to purchase, an order form will be submitted to FODAD and they will drop 
off needed equipment to the Coastal AAA. If you have equipment to be dropped off, the CRC 
now has a warehouse facility to store equipment.  
 
Farran Fullilove, Vice-Chairperson, teaches at Coastal Pines Technical College (CPTC). CPTC 
offers free GED (General Educational Development) classes. He believes that if the younger 
generation does not obtain high school diplomas or GEDs, there may not be any social security 
for the future generation. He stressed the importance of informing anyone we knew that has 
not obtained their high school diploma or GED to get to CPTC and take advantage of these free 
classes to prepare for the GED exam. It costs $24.00 to take the pre-GED exam; it cost $160.00 
for the GED exam; however, currently, the State will pay for the pre-GED and the GED. CPTC 
offers classes in the morning, afternoon, and evening. He gave a CPTC Adult Education Program 
flyer to Teresa Townsend, Administrative Assistant, who will mail one to each member of the 
Aging Advisory Committee and get a Constant Contact email correspondence to all CRC 
contacts in the database about this flyer and the services that Coastal Pines Technical College 
offer. 
 
The meeting was adjourned after a prayer/blessing of the food. 
 
 


