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2015 Food Drive 

By: Dionne Lovett, Aging Services Director 

C oastal Regional Commission’s (CRC) Area Agency on 

Aging (AAA) held its annual holiday food drive once 

again this year. Each year, the AAA seeks to provide 

groceries to vulnerable seniors with limited means during the 

holiday season.  

 

The AAA coordinates services such as the Meals on Wheels 

program across a nine-county region. Many seniors call our 

office desiring to be placed on the roll to receive Meals on 

Wheels. Unfortunately, due to limited funding, many of those 

seniors are placed on a waiting list. In some cases they might 

remain on the waiting list for months or even years before a 

s l o t  b e c o m e s 

available. For this 

reason, the AAA 

coordinates the food 

drive to help those 

that remain on the 

waiting list.  

This year’s focus was 

to serve seniors on 

the waiting list for 

home  de l ivered 

meals in Glynn, 

Camden, Long and 

McIntosh counties. This year, through community 

partnerships and volunteers, we were able to serve 239 

seniors in the community who needed help this holiday 

season. On behalf of CRC and AAA, thank you for your 

continued support! 

 

 Pelican Brief 
Camden County Designated as “America’s First 

Coast Guard Community” 

By: Sheila McNeil, the Camden Partnership 

 

O n October 

26, 2015, 

c o m m u n i t y 

leaders, Georgia 

Department of 

Transportation 

representatives 

and the Camden 

Partnership came together with Coast Guard VIPs to unveil 

Interstate 95 signage for America’s First Coast Guard 

Community Designation.  The signs will be placed along the 

ramps of Exit 6 and Exit 1 on Interstate 95. 

In January 2014, 

Camden County was 

officially designated as 

the nation’s first Coast 

Guard Community. The 

Coast Guard Cities 

program allows the 

Coast Guard to formally 

recognize those cities 

which have made special 

efforts to acknowledge the professional work of the Coast 

Guard men and women assigned to their area and have made 

Coast Guardsmen and their families feel at home in their 

home away from home.  

While 15 other cities have been designated by Congress as 

Coast Guard cities, Camden County Georgia is the first county 

in the nation to be named a ‘Coast Guard Community’.  “It 

was an extensive, arduous project.  We began preparing the 

package in early 2012.  Letters were written from each city 

and the county and many organizations.  

A timeline of the community’s support of the USCG was 

documented.  We sent the package off in August, 2012.  The 

first response is that we applied for a Coast Guard 

Community designation and that was not a program.  After a 

few more months—in January 2014 we received the word. The 

program would accept both Coast Guard City and Coast 

Guard Community!”  That was a wonderful day, explained 

Sheila McNeill.  “We owe Ann Purcell our thanks for working 

with us to have approved the DOT signs which will be at Exit 

One and Exit Six.”  

(continued on page 4) 
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Highlights from Past Coastal Regional Commission Council Meetings 

By Colletta S. Harper, Administrative Services Director 

October 14, 2015 

 Approval of Minutes from September 9, 2015 meeting; 

and 

 Approval of Authorizing Resolution for GDOT 5311 

Application. 

 

Congressman Buddy Carter provided an 

update of legislative happenings.  The 

legislative year started off good with the 

budget being passed on the first try since 

2009; it is not balanced, but it is a road 

map that if followed, will eventually pay off 

the national debt.  A Trade Promotion 

Authority (TPA) was established, which 

asserts Congress’ role and brings transparency and 

accountability to international trade agreements and requires 

a 60-day review period of the agreement for the public 

consideration and a 90-day review by Congress. The Highway 

Trust Fund is good through the end of October; the 

committee is currently working to get a six-year long-term 

bill so states will know that they have reliable funding.  

Updated FEMA flood maps are being released and counties 

are being pleasantly surprised.  December 11
th

 is the next 

deadline before a government shutdown and the debt limit 

will need to be raised.   

Mr. Ron Elliott, Public Affairs, Fort Stewart, 

introduced Colonel Townley Hedrick as their 

new Garrison Commander.  Colonel Hedrick 

stated he was glad to be in Coastal Georgia 

and thanked everyone for their support of 

Fort Stewart. 

 

Commissioner Chris Carr, Georgia Department of 

Economic Development –explained that Governor Deal 

tasked the Department with creating jobs 

and investment in Georgia through 

business recruitment and expansion, 

international trade and tourism, as well as 

the arts, film and music industries.  The 

Department works with the private sector to 

determine what their needs are for them to 

be successful – i.e., a trained reliable work 

force.  Georgia is the 11
th

 largest exporting 

state with top exports to Europe.  The Department has 12 

offices around the world.  On December 14
th

 at Savannah 

Tech there will be a listening session.  Commissioner Carr 

stated that everyone in the room has a vision for their 

community and that his Department wants to work with 

them. Georgia offers a great business environment, a great 

place to live, is a low tax state and has a talented work force.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and 

Information Technology (CEIT) at Georgia Southern 

University (GSU) –Dr. Mohammad Davoud, Founding 

Dean of CEIT, provided a 

PowerPoint Presentation on 

their program.  In 2011, GSU 

be g a n  o f f e r i n g  t h r e e 

engineering programs, which 

led them to establish the CEIT 

which now consists of six 

departments and has 10 

degree programs.  Enrollment 

in the programs is growing 

rapidly and most graduates stay in Georgia. Dr. Davoud 

stated “GSU’s goal is to encourage economic 

development; when you have a manufacturer/business 

interested in your community, put them in touch with me 

and let me meet with them and tell them what we can 

offer.”  Businesses need a skilled workforce and we are 

working to make that happen.  We offer internships and 

small companies can also use our labs for testing 

products. Information about their programs is available 

on the GSU website. 

Chairman Tom Ratcliffe, Jr., presented outgoing Council 

Member Certificates to Mayor Margaret Evans, City of 

Sylvania and Mayor James Thomas, Jr., City of Hinesville 

New Non-Public 

Representatives  

(l to r): 

 

Phil Phillips, 

Chatham County 

 

Ray Howard,  

Long County 

November 10, 2015 

 Approval of Minutes from October 14, 2015 meeting; 

 Approval of FY15 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report; 

 Approval of Resolution to Amend and Restate the CRC’s 
Retirement Plan; 

 Approval for CRC to Cover Increase in Health Insurance; 

 Approval of Authorizing Resolution for DHS MIPPA Contract; 

 Approval of Changes in CADD’s Bylaws; and 

 Approval of Resolution in Support of Spaceport Camden. 

Santa for Seniors 

By: Loreatha Jenkins, Wellness Manager 

 

D uring the Christmas 

holiday season, 25 

seniors in the Coastal region 

received some holiday cheer. 

The  Coasta l  Regional 

Commission Area Agency on 

Aging (CRC AAA) partnered 

with the Federal Law 

Enforcement Training Center 

(FLETC) in Glynn County to 

spread joy to some special people. 

(continued on page 4) 
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Welcome Terri Watkins to CRC’s Transportation Dept. 

By: Don Masisak, Transportation Director 

T erri Watkins recently joined the 

staff of the Coastal Regional 

Commission’s (CRC) Transportation 

Department as a Fiscal Analyst. She is a 

resident of Ellabell, Bryan County. Terri 

brings a wealth of transportation 

experience to the program.  For the 

past 15 years, she has been the 

manager of the Bryan County 5311 

Public Transportation program as well 

as the Special Services Manager of Aging Services.  

Starting as a van driver, then as the Transportation 

Coordinator and subsequently the Transportation 

Program Director, Terri has witnessed and experienced 

all aspects of a transportation service. Her transition 

from Bryan County Special Services Manager to her 

critical role at the CRC has been seamless and effective. 

We welcome Terri to the CRC team and her continued 

service to the transportation needs of the CRC residents. 

Welcome Nikki Stevenson to CRC’s Aging Services 

Dept.  

By: Peggy Luukkonen, ADRC Program Manager 

W e welcome Nikki Stevenson to 

C RC ’s  A g in g  Se r v i c e s 

Department. Nikki accepted the 

position of Gateway Specialist 

beginning November 30, 2015.  

Nikki graduated with a Bachelors of 

Science Degree in Healthcare 

Administration from Armstrong State 

University and a Master’s Degree in 

B u s i n e s s  a n d  H e a l t h c a r e 

Administration from South University. 

 She has worked with both the geriatric population and 

Georgia Cares as a certified Medicare Counselor. She has 

also worked and volunteered in healthcare since 2006 in 

various fields. Most recently, she worked with individuals 

with Chronic Disease Management with the CDSMP 

Program and sits on the S.A.L.T. Council for the elderly 

to assist with consumer protection.   

Welcome to the CRC team Nikki! 

Congratulations Allison Entwistle! 

 By: Peggy Luukkonen, ADRC Program Manager 

W e are pleased to report that 

Allison Entwistle, Aging and 

Disability Resource Connection (ADRC) 

Intake Specialist, chose to complete her 

internship for her graduate degree in 

public health at Coastal Regional 

Commission’s (CRC) Area Agency on 

Aging (AAA). Allison worked on a project 

that will allow upper level college 

students in the human services field gain experience by 

assisting Gateway staff with screenings. She also had the 

opportunity to shadow case management staff and gain field 

experience with the agency’s clients. 

Allison graduated in December 2015 with a Master’s Degree in 

Public Health and a Graduate Certificate in Gerontology from 

Armstrong University. Congratulations Allison! 

Welcome Joyce Jones to CRC’s Aging 

Services Dept! 

By: Peggy Luukkonen, ADRC Program Manager 

J oyce Jones obtained her CDA Credential 

in Early Childhood Education and worked 

as a Lead Teacher at Coastal Georgia Area 

C.A.A. 

Joyce began working at CRC as an 

Experience Works employee through the 

Department of Labor. She accepted the 

position as Gateway Specialist  with CRC’s Aging and Disability 

Resource Connection (ADRC) of the Area Agency on Aging (AAA) 

department in November 2015. Welcome aboard Joyce! 

Georgia Transit Association Annual Conference 

By: Don Masisak, Transportation Director 

T he Coastal Regional Commission 

(CRC) served as the host entity 

for the 2015 Georgia Transit 

Association (GTA) Annual Conference  

held  at  the  Jekyll  Island  Convention  

Center  from December 9 – 11, 2015. 

Membership of the GTA ranges from 

small rural county operations to the 

Metro Atlanta Regional Transit 

Authority (MARTA), as well as 

numerous transit related vendors and 

contractors. The three-day event 

attracted over 250 attendees that 

actively participated in the numerous 

workshops conducted each day. Key 

topics of the well-attended workshops 

included: Mobility  Management, Multi-

Modal Alternatives, Funding Options, Marketing, Legislation 

and Transit Innovations. 

The conference wrapped up with a GTA Board meeting that 

discussed the recently enacted H.B. 

170 Transportation bond and the 

upcoming February 23
rd

 Legislative 

Day in Atlanta to advocate transit in 

Georgia. The 2016 GTA Conference 

will be in Athens and then back to 

the coast (Savannah) in 2017. 

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Directory 

By: Don Masisak, Transportation Director 

C RC’s Transportation staff recently created a 

Directory of the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 

(DBE) and Women Business Enterprise (WBE) serving our 

10-county coastal region. This directory is in compliance 

with procurement procedures required by the Federal 

Transit Administration and the Georgia Department of 

Transportation. 

Currently, 59 businesses are listed in the Directory which 

provides the name of the business, the business owner, 

address, location, and contact information. The 

businesses are listed by a North America Industrial 

Classification System code (NAICS), which quickly 

identifies the nature of the business. The Directory and 

the list of certified DBE’s/WBE’s are located on the 

Transportation Department‘s website.  
Justin Rison congratulates  Don 

Masisak  on receiving Outstanding 

Manager Award at the Conference 



 

Upcoming Events and Meetings: 

 

1181 Coastal Drive, SW 

Darien, GA  31305 

CRC Council Meetings 

February 10, 2016 

March 9, 2016 

April 13, 2016 

10:00 a.m. 

Richmond Hill City Center 

Aging Services Advisory 

Council Meetings 

January 26, 2016 

April 26, 2016 

10:00 a.m. 

Richmond Hill City Center 

CCSP Networking/ADRC        

Council Meetings 

February 23, 2016 

10:00 a.m. 

Richmond Hill City Center 

Camden County Designated as “America’s First Coast Guard 

Community” (continued from page 1) 

Camden County comprises Kingsland, GA, St Mary’s, GA and 

Woodbine, GA and is home to Coast Guard Maritime Force 

Protection Unit at Kings Bay and Coast Guard Maritime Safety and 

Security Team in Camden County.   

Santa for Seniors (continued from page 2) 

FLETC sponsored 25 seniors of 

the AAA’s Santa for Seniors 

project. Seniors provided a wish 

list of  two to three items 

needed. All seniors received at 

least two items and some 

additional treats. 

The AAA would like to thank the 

staff of the Protocol and 

Communications Office and all 

who supported the project. 

Seniors in Bulloch, Chatham, 

Long and McIntosh counties 

participated in Santa for Seniors.  


