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Enhancements to the Transit Program Made Possible by the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act 
By:  Don Masisak, Transportation Director 

   

T he Coastal Regional Commission’s (CRC) Transportation Department recently 
received $398,000 of unused funds from the American Recovery & 

Reinvestment Act (ARRA) via the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), 
Intermodal Division. The CRC had extra funds available when bids came in much 
lower than the original estimates. Once approval was attained from GDOT and the 
Federal Transportation Administration, additional items were acquired that would 
complement the initial projects requested. In additional to our original request of 
items, we were also able to purchase air conditioning for the enhanced server room, 
a new back-up generator for the facility, and increased server storage capacity. With a 
strong approach to team work and assigned tasks, staff was able to complete the 
project on time and under budget and as of June 9th has requested a close-out of the 
project with GDOT. 

The capital projects realized through the ARRA 100% grant are: 

 Security cameras—each bus had six cameras installed that will contribute 
 towards the safety of the customer as well as the bus driver; total cost was $167,500. 

     Server/storage— because of increased capacity to the IT Department as a result of the cameras, additional servers and    
 storage needed to be added in addition to the increased air-conditioning and back-up generator; total cost was 
 $163,785. 

 Three laptops—the Call Center efficiency will be enhanced plus additional chargers, memory cards, and cables were 
purchased; total cost $6,120. 

    Exterior security lights— provided lighting in bus staging area for drivers and dissuade any potential vandalism; total 
 cost was $8,450. 

 Exterior security cameras—provide safety and monitoring of buses in staging area; total cost was $9,300. 

 Mobility Management, total cost of $41,700. 

 

             

 Pelican Brief 

Security cameras on bus 

Exterior security lights  One of the laptops purchased Back‐up generator 
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Highlights from Past Coastal Regional Commission Council Meetings 
By Colletta S. Harper, Administrative Services Director 

April 8, 2015 

 Approval of Minutes from March 11, 2015 meeting; 
 Approval of Mid-Year Budget; 
 Approval of Risk Assessment; 
 Approval of Travel and Vehicle Policies; 
 Approval of Authorizing Resolution for GDOT 5311 

Application; and 
 Approval of Appointment of Nominating 

Committee. 
 
 
May 13, 2015 
 
 Approval of Minutes from April 8, 2015 meeting; 
 Approval of Changes to Transportation program; 
 Approval of Resolution to Transmit Stakeholder 

Plan and Regional Assessment to DCA; 
 Approval of Authorizing Resolution for GDOT 

Grant; 
 Approval of Reappointments of Keith Crusan (Glynn 

County) and Ed Andrews (Camden County) to 
CADDA Board; and 

 Approval of Proclamation Commemorating the 50th 

Anniversary of the Vietnam War (See page 4). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Stephen 
R a m o s , 
College of 
Environment 
+ Design, 
University of 
G e o r g i a , 
provided a 
PowerPoint 
presentation 
update on 

the Savannah Harbor Expansion Project (SHEP). This 
project is a two-year grant funded by the Georgia 
SeaGrant program. The project team met with local 
planners and GIS technicians at the September 16th CRC 
Practicum and received good feedback on how people 
are thinking about the impact of this project. SHEP is 
projected to have a regional impact on transportation 
and economic development, and it’s expected that the 
Brunswick port will see more traffic. The group is 
currently looking at parcel attribute information—areas 
that are actively being used as warehouses or are 
zoned for warehouses—these areas will have an 
increase in traffic, land-use studies initiatives, the 
Freeport Clause, and Coastal Air Pollution from the 
increase in tractor trailer traffic. The project should be 
finished around February 2016 and they will get the 
information to Lupita McClenning, CRC’s Director of 
Planning and Government Services. Data from this 
study is to be used to update the Coastal Regional Plan.  

 

Ms. Ann Purcell, Georgia 
Transportation Board, 1st 
Congressional District, 
provided an overview of 
the DRiVE ALERT ARRiVE 
ALiVE Campaign. This 
campaign calls attention 
to the increasing and 
preventable fatalities on 
Georgia’s roads and 
educates drivers about 
specific changes they can 
make in their driving 
behavior to save their 
lives. 

(continued on page 3) 

CRC Contracts Manager Pamela Rogers was 
recognized and presented with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for her 10 years of service. 
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Highlights from Past Coastal Regional Commission Council Meetings (continued from page 2) 
By Colletta S. Harper, Administrative Services Director 

Regarding federal funding, Ms. Purcell stated that unless something changes before May 31st, 
we’ll be getting no money. They are hearing that 70% of what they normally receive will be 
expended until October 1st and that they hope to come up with a long-range plan before then. 
GDOT currently has 161 projects ready to go, but no funding to do them. HB 170, while not 
perfect, is a start to get additional dollars for projects locally. The three regions that passed 
TIA are surviving much better than those who did not. With HB 170, there are two options: (1) 
a TSPLOST can be done regionally (with all counties agreeing to participate) or (2) a county-by-
county basis. The counties and cities need to decide in the next few months which direction 
they want to take. With the second option, nothing official can happen until January 1, 2017; 
however, the planning can begin now. Ms. Purcell believes there will be some tweaking to HB 
170 next year. 

On May 26th at 11:00 a.m. there will be a groundbreaking for the work to begin on the new welcome center on I-95 
southbound in Chatham County. 

 

June 10, 2015 

 Approval of Minutes from May 13, 2015 meeting; 

 Approval of FY16 Work Program & Budget; 

 Approval of Officers for FY16 & 17:  

 Chairman – Thomas J. Ratcliffe, State Non-Public 

     Vice Chairman – Chairman Jimmy Burnsed, Bryan County 

 Secretary – Mayor Ken Lee, City of Rincon 

 

 

 
 

 

Outgoing Council Member Jason Coley,  

McIntosh Non-Public Representative  

received a plaque for his service as 

Council Member March 2007 – March 2015 

Vice-Chairman -  2013-2015 

Secretary - 2011 - 2013 

 

 

C ongratulations to 
Michael Brand on 

graduating with a 
Bachelor of Science 
Degree in  Psychology 
on May 9,, 2015 from 
the College of Coastal 
Georgia!  

Michael works as a 
Case Manager for the Coastal Regional 
Commission’s (CRC) Area Agency on Aging. He 
graduated with a degree in Ministry from 
Andersonville Theological Seminary in 2000. We 
are proud to have Michael on the CRC Team!  

Congratulations Michael Brand! 
By: Tori Foisy, Case Manager Supervisor 

 

Congratulations Loreatha Jenkins! 
By: Dionne Lovett, Aging Services Director 
 

C ongratulations to Loreatha Jenkins, 
Wellness Manager, for completing 

her Master of Arts in Human Services 
Counseling: Health and Wellness on    
May 9, 2015! 

Loreatha has been  a member of our  team 

(Coastal Regional Commission’s Area Agency 

on  Aging)  for  15+  years.  As  Wellness 

Manager,    Loreatha works very  closely with 

senior  centers  throughout  the  Coastal 

Region  ensuring  that  quality  nutriƟonal 

meals  and  engaging  wellness  acƟviƟes  are  provided  to  our  seniors.  

Loreatha  also  provides  nutriƟonal  and  wellness  educaƟon  to  center 

parƟcipants.  

Working  with  the  Division  of  Aging  Services,  she  has    implemented 

several  evidence‐based  programs  throughout  Coastal  such  as:  Chronic 

Disease  Self‐Management,  Diabetes  Self‐Management,  Powerful  Tools 

for Caregivers, MaƩer of Balance, and Tai Chi for Health. 

CongratulaƟons Loreatha for such a great achievement!! 
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Coastal GA URISA Sub-Chapter 
By Hunter Key, GIS Manager 

A s part of Education & Outreach programming 
through the CRC Practicum Series, the Coastal 

Regional Commission (CRC) took the lead in 
implementing a coastal sub-chapter of Georgia Urban 
and Regional Information Systems Association (URISA). 
URISA is an association of professionals using 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and other 
information technologies to solve challenges in state, 
regional and local government agencies. 

Coastal Georgia has a 
group of GIS professionals 
who traditionally have not 
had a professional forum, 
but instead gathered 

around occasional regional projects or collaborative 
data sharing needs. As a collaborative community, GIS 
professionals help the state in leading projects such as 
the 2010 LiDAR project and the 2013 Orthoimagery 
flight.  

The Coastal Georgia URISA Sub-Chapter meets 
quarterly to present on an array of GIS topics and 
demonstrates examples of best practices. The topics 
presented cover state GIS initiatives such as 
stormwater management, flood inundation mapping 
and converting tax assessor data to building foot 
prints.  

Coastal URISA Sub-Chapter’s ongoing networking 
discussions turned to planning the next orthoimagery 
flight. This early planning and discussion for a 2018 
orthoimagery project produces significant cost savings 
to communities as a result of collaborative regional 
efforts.  

Education, outreach and professional networking 
support regional cost saving solutions. The practicums 
by the Coastal URISA Sub-Chapter are funded in part 
by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs 
(DCA).  

The CRC looks forward to solidifying working 
relationships and growing this professional network to 
leverage a regional GIS community. For more 
information, contact Hunter Key, GIS Manager, 
hkey@crc.ga.gov.  

Georgia GIO Initiative 
By Hunter Key, GIS Manager 

T he Georgia Geographic Information Officer (GIO) 
initiative of the Georgia Association of Regional 

Commissions (GARC) is funded through an Economic 
Development Administration grant. Under the leadership 
of the GARC, this initiative is managed by the Coastal 
Regional Commission (CRC). The statewide implementation 
of a GIO establishes statewide coordination of GIS, 
minimization of redundancies, costs savings and cost 
reduction.   

In November 2014, the CRC was identified as the project 
lead to manage the GIO hiring process, implement 
contracts to develop normalized GIS data for Georgia, and 
coordinate with state agencies with compatible and 
unifying projects.  

Over the past eight months, the larger initiative 
successfully introduced a sustainment plan. This plan 
provides a Needs Assessment and guides the long term 
health of the GIO office. Additionally, contracts were 
coordinated and executed to develop tools to convert all 
159 counties’ various tax assessor data into uniform GIS 
layers of parcel, building inventory, land use and 
addressing.  

The development of statewide GIS layers through these 
tools has benefits in economic development, disaster 
response and resiliency, and planning. Contract 
implementation for the Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) GIO initiative to develop tools has 
been done with Georgia Emergency Management Agency 
(GEMA), the Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR), Coastal Resource Division (CRD), in cooperation and 
collaboration with the CRC. 

The final phase for implementation is the process for the 
establishment of the GIO office. After a competitive review 
process, the steering committee, a team of GIS 
professionals from across the state, concluded final 
interviews on June 9, 2015.  In the months ahead, the 
GARC GIS community looks forward to introducing the new 
and first GIO of Georgia. 

For more information about the EDA GIO initiative contact 
Hunter Key, GIS Manager at hkey@crc.ga.gov. 

mailto:hkey@crc.ga.gov�
mailto:hkey@crc.ga.gov�
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AIRS Conference 
By: Audrey Massey, Gateway Counselor  

 

A udrey Massey, Anita Moore, and Marge Parrish, 
Gateway staff for 

the Area Agency on 
Aging (AAA), attended 
the National Association 
of Information and 
Referral Specialist (AIRS) 
Conference in Dallas, 
Texas  May 26th -30th.  

Some of the workshops 
attended related to:  

 National Policy Updates; 

 Alzheimer’s Disease; 

 HIPAA; 

 “How to Laugh at your Stress;”  

 Reaching out to Veterans;  

 Disaster Preparedness, and  

 Improving Customer Service. 

Approximately 640 professionals participated in the AIRS 
conference.  Of these 640 participants, approximately 10 
individuals had completed the new Disability Training 
requirement. Audrey Massey, Gateway Counselor/Elder 
Advocate, was one of these 10 individuals receiving the 
Disability Training Certification. Other Gateway 
counselors who did not attend the conference but  
achieved the Disability Training Certification include 
Beverly Waid, Tammy Williams, and Brenda Butler.  

 

Anita Moore, Audrey Massey and Marge Parrish 

Dementia Training for ADRC Staff 

By: Peggy Luukkonen, ADRC Manager 
 

S ix Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Aging and Disability 
Resource Connection (ADRC) staff members attended 

dementia training at Georgia Southern University featuring 
nationally recognized Dementia Specialist, Teepa Snow. 
Ms. Snow uses a positive approach when working with 
families caring for people with dementia. The training will 
be especially useful when counselors and intake staff are 
interacting with callers who are caring for people with 
dementia. 

 

Elder Crimes Grant Awarded to Coastal Area 
Agency on Aging 
By: Peggy Luukkonen, ADRC Program Manager 
 

C oastal Area Agency on Aging 
(AAA) was selected to participate 

in a project aimed at providing 
assistance to female victims in later 
life for such crimes as domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and 
exploitation in Chatham County. Nine 
counties across the United States 
have been awarded this grant under 
the U.S. Department of Justice.  

Under this project, Audrey Massey, 
Gateway Counselor, was selected to 
participate as the Community 
Advocate in conjunction with Chatham County Law 
Enforcement, the District Attorney’s office of Chatham 
County, Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program and the 
Chatham County Rape Crisis Center. Congratulations to Ms. 
Massey who has successfully completed two intense 
trainings which were held in both New Orleans on March 
24th - 26th and in Minneapolis on June 2nd - 4th! She is 
certified as an Elder Abuse Instructor for the Training 
Program for Law Enforcement and Abuse in Later Life: 
Cross-Trainer for Victim Service Providers.  

The $82,123. grant award will be used over the next three 
years in Chatham County and will be a model that can be 
replicated in other counties once the grant has ended. 

Back row: Nikki Crangle, Anita Moore, Audrey Massey, Beverly Waid; Front row: 

Allison Entwistle, Cindy Crangle, Teepa Snow, Peggy Luukkonen, & Marge Parrish 

Experience Works Staff 

By: Audrey Massey, Gateway Counselor  

 

T he Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Aging and Disability 
Resource Connection (ADRC) is happy to host two 

senior workers through the Department of Labor’s 
Experience Works Program. 
This program allows an 
individual of qualifying age 
to gain experience at a job 
site that is different from 
their prior profession. The 
program provides insight 
and assists with optional 
employment training and 
opportunities. Ms. Joyce 
Jones and Ms. Pat Thorpe both reside in Darien and work for 
the AAA ADRC through the Department of Labor. They 
continue to be a great asset to us and we are happy to have 
their assistance. 

Pat Thorpe and Joyce Jones 
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Coastal Area Agency on Aging Assists in Conducting Elder Surveys 
By: Audrey Massey, Gateway Counselor 
 

A gencies selected to take part in the Department of Justice –Elder Abuse in Later Life project 
conducted Elder Surveys in a number of cites through Chatham County. The purpose of the 

surveys was to obtain, from a senior’s perspective, the possible needs of an elder that may be 
involved in any type of abuse, whether financial exploitation, sexual, verbal or physical.   

Audrey Massey, Gateway Counselor, represents the Coastal 
Regional Commission (CRC) Area Agency on Aging (AAA) as a 
trainer of law enforcement and helped implement the surveys 
along with another Gateway Counselor, Marge Parrish. They, 
along with other community partners, assisted seniors with filling 
out surveys and were also available for any questions, referrals or 
support if needed. Two of the sites where these services were 
performed were The Commons and the Windsor Forrest Golden Age Center. At Windsor Forrest 
Golden Age Center, the seniors were participating in line dancing; after the surveys were 
completed, CRC staff was invited to “join in.” Much conversation took place and great bonds 
were created.  Attendees requested to have their pictures taken with gateway staff. 

2015 Consumer College 
By: Audrey Massey, Gateway Counselor 

 

S enior And Law Enforcement Together (SALT) hosted the annual Consumer College on May 7th. This event was provided free of 
charge for all seniors who attended. Consumer information for seniors and a vast number of giveaways were available from 

many agencies. A continental breakfast was provided courtesy of the Savannah Chatham Metro Police Department, who also 
managed traffic to ensure the safety of all attending.  

The Coastal Regional Commission (CRC) Area Agency on Aging (AAA) was represented by two SALT members, Audrey Massey and 
Marge Parrish, who assisted with participant registration and managed the Area Agency on Aging booth that provided resource 
information.  

Chief Joseph Lumpkin with the Savannah Chatham Metro Police Department, spoke to participants about a number of topics 
including his concerns for the elder community and elder safety. A very involved question and answer session followed his 
presentation. Another speaker for this event was Mr. Mark Schaefer, an Elder Law Attorney. Mr. Schaefer provided a very insightful 
PowerPoint presentation that covered a broad range of possible legal issues for seniors. Mr. Schaefer provided additional 
information to those whom desired it. Maggie Deleon, a special Elder Prosecutor with the Chatham County District Attorney office 
(and also a participant with the Department of Justice Elder Abuse grant) provided information regarding types of abuse and elder 
rights.  

 All participants left the Consumer College with loads of helpful information and a very nice lunch. 

Marsh Parrish with Survey Participant 

Audrey Massey with Survey Participant 

Seniors at Windsor Forrest Golden Age 

Center Line Dancing 
AAA Table at Consumer College 



Serving the Cities and  Counties of  Coastal Georgia 
Bryan, Bulloch, Camden, Chatham, Effingham, Glynn, Liberty, Long, McIntosh and Screven 

1181 Coastal Drive, SW 

Darien, GA  31305 

  Upcoming Events and Meetings: 

 
CRC Council Meeting 

NO MEETING IN JULY 

August 12, 2015 

September 9, 2015 

10:00 a.m. 

Richmond Hill City Center 

Aging Services Advisory 
Council Meeting 

July 28, 2015 

10:00 a.m. 

Richmond Hill City Center 

CCSP Networking/ADRC 
Council Meetings 

August 25, 2015 

10:00 a.m. 

Richmond Hill City Center 

If you currently receive Coastal Regional Commission’s newsletter by mail and prefer 
to receive it via email, please contact Teresa Townsend at 912-437-0813 or at 

ttownsend@crc.ga.gov. 

mailto:ttownsend@crc.ga.gov�
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