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the 
A  Publica on of the Coastal Regional Commission 

 

T he new officers began their official duty on July 1, 2013 and will serve for a two-year term. 
 
Serving as Chairman is Mayor James Thomas, Jr., City of Hinesville, who is a retired military officer with a BA 

in Business Management and Administration from Saint Leo University. 
 
Serving as Vice Chairman is Mr. Jason Coley, McIntosh County Non-Public Representative, who is Manager of the 
Georgia Power Company located in Darien. 
 
Serving as Secretary is Chairman Jimmy Burnsed, Bryan County Commission, who is Vice President of the Savannah 
Bank, Richmond Hill office. 
 
“We are excited with the election of the new executive committee.  Chairman Thomas has hit the ground running 
and is working closely with staff and the other executive committee members to make this the best Commission in 
the state,” commented executive director Allen Burns.  

Mayor James Thomas, Jr. 

City of Hinesville 

August 2013 

Chairman Jimmy Burnsed 

Bryan County Commission 

New Officers Take Helm at the CRC 
By: Colletta S. Harper, Administrative Services Director 

Jason Coley, McIntosh County 
Non-Public Representative 



Highlights from the Coastal Regional Commission Council Meeting 
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By: Colletta S. Harper, Administrative Services Director 

 

The Coastal Regional Commission (CRC) Council met on Wednesday, August 14th at the Richmond Hill City 
Center, with 25 members in attendance, representing nine counties.   

 

Action taken by the Council included: 

 Approval of Minutes from June 12, 2013 meeting; 

 Approval of Appointment of Budget & Finance Committee; 

 Approval of Non-Public and Ex-Officio Members; 

 Approval of Appointments/Reappointments to EB-5 Regional Center Board of Directors; 

 Approval of Appointment of Ethics Committee; 

 Approval of CADDA Board Appointment (James Roger-Liberty County) and Reappointment of  
      (Dell Keith-Bryan County); and 

 Approval of Resolution to transmit Regional Work Program Update and Report of Accomplishments to DCA. 

 

Other Items to note: 

Dr. Jason Christian, College of Engineering, UGA, gave a presentation on the Georgia Hurricane Hazard Charac-
terization Study/Analysis that he will be conducting on the 11 coastal counties.  The Hazard Characterization 
will show what a Georgia hurricane impact will look like in terms of wind fields, storm surge and wind-driven 
waves, tropical rainfall, and riverine (inland) flooding at different category levels.  The Impact Assessment will 
assess infrastructure systems, economic systems, and social/political systems.  Dr. Christian intends to meet 
with the local governments to determine what information they already have available, and continue his re-
search from there.    

The next meeting of the Coastal Regional Commission Council will be held on Wednesday, September 11, 
2013, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Richmond Hill City Center.   

Dr. Jason Christian Presents Georgia Hurricane Hazard  

Characterization Study/Analysis 
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Council Members Recognized at August Council Meeting 
By Colletta S. Harper, Administrative Services Director 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A n outgoing Chairman plaque was presented to Commissioner Walter 
Gibson for his 2011-2013 term by incoming Chairman Jim Thomas.   
Chairman Thomas expressed gratitude to Commissioner Gibson on be-

half of the Council for his service and dedication to the Council.   

Plaque Presented to Commissioner Walter 

Gibson 

Executive Director Allen Burns commended four council 
members who had attended every meeting the past year 
and presented perfect attendance pins to: 
 
David Boland, Glynn County Non-Public Representative 
Walter Gibson, Past Chairman, Bulloch County Commission 
Chris Blaine, Chatham County Non-Public Representative 
Herb Jones, Effingham County Non-Public Representative 
 

Framed Photo Presented to  

Walter Gibson 

The winner randomly selected from these four was Commissioner 
Walter Gibson.  Due to his assistance in working to get us relocated 
to our new facility in Darien, it was decided to frame a photo from 
the ribbon cutting ceremony and present to him as opposed to the 
CRC logo football. 

Nominations for Leadership Southeast Georgia (LSEGA) 
By: Lupita McClenning, Planning & Government Services Director 

 

The Executive Board of LSEGA is accepting nominations for LSEGA 2014 candidates. 
The deadline for nominations is September 7, 2013. 

LSEGA is an initiative sponsored by the Coastal Regional Commission in cooperation 
with the LSEGA Alumni Association Board. The program provides a challenging and 
stimulating series of experiences while promoting regionalism in the Coastal Region.   

LSEGA is committed to developing and nurturing engaged community leaders who help 
to promote positive growth and improve the quality of life throughout the Southeast 
Georgia 10-county region. The counties represented include Bryan, Bulloch, Camden, 
Chatham, Effingham, Glynn, Liberty, Long, McIntosh, and Screven. 

To learn more about the program, or to nominate a candidate, visit  www.lsega.com. 

 

 

Perfect Attendance Pins Awarded 

http://www.lsega.com�


T hanks to the McIntosh County Board 
of Commissioners, the CRC was able 
to utilize a $300,000 Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA) ARRA grant for renova-
tions for the transportation area in the new 
Darien facility.  The Transportation Depart-
ment, which is to be located in the former 
dormitory areas of the youth detention cen-
ter, needed a lot of renovation to turn it into 
useable office space.  Walls had to be created 
for offices; doors, carpet, and plumbing were 
needed; and the parking lot needed to be 
resealed and striped. 

The CRC had until the end of August to expend the funds; however, ARRA 
funds require that the receiving entity pay the costs up-front and then receive reimbursement after the project 
has been completed.  Before any work can be done that receives ARRA funding, it has to be approved by the 
Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) and the FTA.    

After receiving approval for the work 
to be done, the CRC requested McIn-
tosh County to be our fiscal agent for 
this funding, since we are not allowed 
to incur debt.  The project had to be 
completed by the end of August or the 
funds would go away.   The McIntosh 
County Commission voted in favor of 
the agreement, in which McIntosh 
County pays the CRC, and the CRC 
pays the contractor as work is com-
pleted.  Once the CRC receives their 
reimbursement, the monies will be 
paid back to McIntosh County.     

CRC Signs Intergovernmental Agreement with McIntosh County 
By: Colletta S. Harper, Administrative Services Director 

B ert Herrin Construction was selected as the prime contractor to complete the renovations for the Transpor-
tation Department at the new facility in Darien.  
 

The renovations will consist of converting one of the dormitory sections to the Call Center as well as retrofitting  
one area to accommodate the “ drug and alcohol  testing “ for the new  drivers  and remodeling five administrative 
offices.  
 
The renovations should be completed by August 31st and ready for occupancy by the Transportation staff after the 
Labor Day weekend. 

Transportation Area After Renovation 

Prime Contractor Chosen to Complete Renovations for the Transportation Department 
By: Don Masisak, Transportation Director 

Transportation Dept. Area  

Before Renovation 
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Wheelchair access to parking lot 
Parking Lot After Resealing and Striping 



Coastal Regional Commission Receives Two NADO Awards 

The CRC Practicum Series Receives 2013 Innovation Award 
By: Lupita McClenning, Planning & Government Services Director 

 

N ational Association Development Organization (NADO) Award –  NADO’s Innovation Award program 
honors members who have significant and positive impacts on their regions through innovative approach-
es to problem solving and program delivery. The CRC Practicum Series has been chosen to receive the 
2013 Innovation Award. Through the Practicum Series the CRC helps to advance policy reforms; share 

knowledge of effective strategies and tools; build the capacity of key constituencies; and raise awareness about the 
interdisciplinary nature of issues.  

The CRC Practicum Series offers practical tools for communities to address issues such as site 
planning for schools, food planning, resilient communities, sustainable zoning controls and en-
courages economic development. Each topic gets in-depth treatment with lectures, case studies, 
group discussions, and hands-on learning. The CRC Practicum Series also provides how-to guides 
for Planning Commissioners that help make responsible solutions to local challenges.   

The CRC engages and collaborates with a wide array of stakeholders, organizations, higher institu-
tions and government agencies. The CRC Practicum Series is sponsored by DCA and in cooperation 
with the Sapelo Island National Estuarine Research Reserve. These important partnerships under-
score the comprehensive approach of good planning and community engagement. The CRC Practi-
cum Series is a recognized continuing education activity and provides certified planners with an 
opportunity to earn APA CM credits. For more information about the CRC Practicum Series, contact 
Lupita McClenning, Director of Planning & Government Services at lmcclenning@crc.ga.gov. 

CRC Receives NADO 2013 Project Innovation Award 
By: Don Masisak, Transportation Director 

 

The Coastal Regional Commission was the recipient of a 
National Association of Development Organizations 2013 
Project Innovation Award. The project was submitted as 
an “ Adaptive Reuse of State Surplus Property” and show-
cased the acquisition and  renovations applied to the oc-
cupancy of the new facility in Darien. The new CRC facili-
ty was a former youth detention center and was renovat-
ed to useable office space. 

The CRC was recognized as an award winner at the 2013 
NADO Annual Conference on August 24-27 in San Fran-
cisco. 
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CRC Staff Updates 

Lauren Robesky, Economic Development Director 

L auren Robesky began work at the CRC as the new Economic De-
velopment Director on August 14th.  Lauren is a native of the 
Savannah area and previously worked for CliftonLarsonAllen 
LLP, Greenwood Village, CO as Manager of Governmental Con-

sulting Solutions. 

Lauren holds a Masters of Public Administration, General Government, 
and a Bachelor of Arts, History from Columbus State University, Colum-
bus, GA.   

Lauren’s experience in the public and private sectors will enhance the 
CRC’s ability to better serve the region,” stated Allen Burns, Executive 
Director. 

David Dantzler, Mobility Manager 

D avid Dantzler, who has been employed with the CRC since 2008 in 
the field of Geographic Information Systems (GIS), has joined the 
Transportation Department as Mobility Manager.   

David holds a Bachelor and Master of Science in Forestry Resources with an 
emphasis in GIS and GPS, with a minor in Business Administration.   

“David’s experience in GIS mapping and his familiarity with the region will 
prove to be a tremendous benefit in working with RouteMatch and the estab-
lishment of best routes for our public transit system,” stated Don Masisak, 
Transportation Director. 
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Dionne Lovett, Aging Services Director, Elected to Georgia Gerontology Society Board 
By: Algertha Taylor, Special Projects Coordinator 
 

D ionne Lovett, Aging Services Director, was elected to the Georgia Gerontolo-
gy Society (GGS) Board of Directors on August 14, 2013.  Each Board mem-
ber serves a three year term and is eligible to serve 2 full terms.   

The Georgia Gerontology Society’s (GGS) mission is to “promote quality leadership 
in aging for the benefit of older Georgians and their families.” The purpose of the 
organization is to promote opportunities of interaction with Georgia’s leaders in the 
field of aging by exchanging information and resources.  In support of the support 
of this effort, the Georgia Gerontology Society strives to address the many challeng-
es of a rapidly changing boomer population and participate in rich programs that 
will reshape the future of aging.  Granting student scholarships and promoting ca-
reer development in gerontology are among GGS’ top priorities.   

Congratulations to Dionne Lovett as she continues to serve and support the citizens 
in the State of Georgia. 



Amy Dicks Completes Internship at CRC 
By: Donald J. Masisak, Transportation Director 
 

A my Dicks, a senior at the College of Coastal Georgia (CCG), re-
cently completed an internship at the Coastal Regional Commis-
sion. She provided assistance to the Finance Department and 

the Transportation Department in the identifying, coding and document-
ing inventory  associated with the transit buses. Amy’s contribution to 
the CRC was a template to capitalize on internships in the future with 
the CCG. 

Pink Out Day for Breast Cancer Awareness 
By: Marvara Green, Gateway Services Program Manager 

 

 

Friday, October 25, 2013 

10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

Glynn Place Mall 

Brunswick, Georgia 

 

Early detection is the key 
to stamping out breast 
cancer in our community 

therefore, we need your help.  Please come out and bring 
your loved ones, friends and neighbors.  Together we can 
make a difference in the lives of so many through educa-
tion.  

Mammograms will be provided by Southeast Georgia 
Health System's Wellness on Wheels mobile health vehicle. 
A Physician's order is required and insurance is accepted. 
For more information, please call 912-466-5234. 

The event is presented in partnership with Coastal Region-
al Commission of Georgia: Area Agency on Aging, South-
east Georgia Health System, American Cancer Society, The 
Links, Inc., Glynn Place Mall, Belk and Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. 

2013 Georgia Senior Farmers Market  
Nutrition Program is Underway 
By: Loreatha Jenkins, Wellness Manager 

 

2013 Georgia Senior Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program is underway and currently offered in all 
nine counties at contract congregate nutrition 
meal sites.  

Eligible individuals will receive vouchers that 
allow them to purchase local farm fresh produce 
during the farmer’s market events held July thru 
the end of September. 

 

 

Loreatha Jenkins,  CRC Wellness Manager, (right) offering 

Farmers Market at Moses Jackson 

L to R: Amy Dicks, Intern 

Lena Geiger, Finance Director 
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                   Upcoming Events and Meetings: 

 
CRC Council Meeting 
September 11, 2013 
10:00 a.m. 
Richmond Hill City Center 
 
 
Aging Services Advisory Council Meeting 
October 22, 2013 
10:00 a.m. 
Richmond Hill City Center 

 
 

Serving the Cities and  Counties of  Coastal Georgia 
Bryan, Bulloch, Camden, Chatham, Effingham, Glynn, Liberty, Long, McIntosh and Screven 

1181 Coastal Drive, SW 

Darien, GA  31305 

Please join us at Alzheimer’s of Glynn/Brunswick 
House! 

Alzheimer’s of Glynn/Brunswick, Inc. & Coastal Re-
gional Commission invite you to join us for an ice 
cream social. 

Wednesday, September 11, 2013 
2:30 to 4:00 p.m. 
2803 Sherwood Drive 
Brunswick, GA 
 
Celebrate the end of summer, enjoy refreshments to cool the sum-
mer heat and learn about the programs and services offered by Alz-
heimer’s of Glynn/Brunswick and Coastal Regional Commission. 

For more information, contact: 
Alzheimer’s of Glynn/Brunswick, Inc. (912)264-0777 
Coastal Regional Commission, (800)580-6860 or (912)437-0858 
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