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Coastal Regional Commission (CRC) Receives a Certificate of Achievement

for Excellence in Financial Reporting for the 6™ Consecutive Year
By: Lena Geiger, Finance Director

he Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) of the United
States and Canada (GFOA) awarded a Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting to Coastal Regional Commission (CRC)
for its Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for the fiscal year
ended June 30, 2014. This was the 6™ consecutive year that the CRC has
achieved this prestigious award. In order to be awarded a Certificate of
Achievement, a government must publish

easily readable and efficiently

an

organized comprehensive annual financial
report. This report must satisfy both
generally accepted accounting principles
and applicable legal requirements.

The Certificate of Achievement is the
highest form of recognition in the area of

governmental accounting and financial
C ertzfzmte

reporting, and its attainment represents a
significant accomplishment by a

government and its management. The

ACbzwement CRC’s 2014 CAFR has been judged by an
impartial panel to meet the high

m standards of the program, including
Financial Repomng demonstrating a constructive “spirit of

full disclosure” to clearly communicate its
financial story and motivate potential users and user groups to read the
CAFR. A copy of the CRC’s 2014 CAFR can be obtained from our website
located at http://www.crc.ga.gov/departments/finance/finance.html.

(continued on page 4)

Coastal Area Agency on Aging’s Advisory Council Announces New
Officers
By: Dionne Lovett, Aging Services Director

At the April 28, 2015 Coastal Area Agency on
( Aging’s Advisory Council Meeting, new
officers for the fiscal years 2015-2017 were voted
in.

(I to r Outgoing Chairman Henry Frasier passes
gavel to Rev. Lloyd Dees)

Dionne Lovett, Aging Services Director, - an=s
recognized the new officers at the July F "y
",

28th Advisory Council Meeting. The new |
Ay

’.ﬁ— L/

officers are: Rev. Lloyd Dees,
Chairperson; Farran Fullilove, Vice-
Chairperson; and, Ceola Foreman,
Secretary.

AAA Advisory Council Members

The King and Prince Golf Course

8:00 AM Registration 9:00 AM Tee Off

Entry fee: $80 per golfer

Box lunch and participant gift bag provided

4-man captain’s choice format

Mulligans will be available at registration: $10 for two

Mulligan purchase provides entry into post tournament prize drawing

Registration Information

Company Name:

Address:

Tel E-mail:
Amount

Names of Player(s): *
i

2.
3.
4

For more information contact:
David Dantzler

Mail form with check payable to:
Coastal Regional Commission
1181 Coastal Drive SW
Darien, GA 31305

ddantzler@crc.ga.gov
Office: (912) 437-0835

For more information about the Golf Tournament contact
ddantzler@crc.ga.gov and/or print the Golfer Registration
Form at http://www.crc.ga.gov/publications/aaa/Registration
Form.pdf and/or the Sponsor Registration Form at http://
www.crc.ga.gov/publications/aaa/Sponsor%20Form.pdf

et

Coastal Regional Commission (CRC) Receives a NADO
Award
By: Don Masisak, Transportation Director

For the third year in a row,
the Coastal Regional
Commission (CRC) and the

Transportation Program are
recipients of a National
Association of Development Organizations (NADO) Achievement
Award. Each year NADO recognizes innovative projects that
advance quality of life initiatives at a regional level. The project
submitted by the CRC was the focus of the Transportation
Department’s increased emphasis to promote a more efficient
partnership between them and the private sector providers and
users of the transit services.

(continued on page 4)
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Highlights from Past Coastal Regional Commission Council Meetings
By Colletta S. Harper, Administrative Services Director

August 12, 2015

e Approval of Minutes from June 10, 2015 meeting;

e  Approval of Non-Public and Ex-Officio Members;

e Approval of appointments of the following committees:
Budget & Finance; Ethics; Economic Development; Military;
Transportation; and Infrastructure;

e Approval of Resolution to change signatories for the CRC’s
Bank Account at Southeastern Bank;

e  Approval of Addition to CRC Employee Handbook; and

e Approval of Resolution to adopt the 2016-2021 Regional
Work Program Update.

Outgoing Chairman

(I to r ) CRC Chairman Thomas Ratcliffe, Jr.,
presents a plaque to outgoing CRC Chairman
James Thomas, Jr., Mayor, City of Hinesville.

Incoming Vice- Chairman
Jimmy Burnsed,

Chairman Bryan County
Commission

Incoming Secretary
Ken Lee, Mayor of
Rincon, GA

Perfect Attendance

CRC Executive Director Allen Burns,
presents perfect attendance pins to
Council members (1)Chris Blaine,
Chatham County Non-Public
Representative and (r) Herb Jones,
Effingham County Non-Public
Representative. Herb Jones was the
recipient of the CRC logo football.

GUARD Initiative: Mr. Bo Causey, Senior Project Manager, GA Dept.
of Economic Development (GDEcD), provided
an overview of this project which is being
funded through a grant from the Office of
Economic Adjustment on DoD contracts within
Georgia. The GDEcD partnered with Chmura
Economics and Analytics to collect and

analyze contractor data and to develop a web

based tool that will be available to each of the
L economic regions throughout Georgia.
Regional meetings will be held in four locations; the closest one in
Savannah on September 3*. Purpose of the meetings are to:
M Present Chmura Model and Data to regional leadership; (2)
discuss regional opportunities for diversification; and, (3) solicit
input on regional needs and identify common needs across the 4
clusters that might be addressed in a follow on grant at the state
level.

September 9, 2015

® Approval of Minutes from August 12, 2015 meeting;

Dr. James Bulot, DAS Director, DHS, reported
that changes are coming and a new State Plan
on Aging is currently being developed. Mr.
Bulot stated that Dionne and the Coastal Area
Agency on Aging (AAA) are leading the change
with their assistive technology lab. Very few in
the state have realized just how valuable
assistive technology is to seniors and the
disabled to enhance their quality of life.
Georgia has the 8" fastest growing senior population; however,
services are not growing to match it. AAAs are there to help make
sure funds are used appropriately for the best use and to assist
seniors with making good decisions (i.e., Medicare choices,
assistive technology, services, etc.). Legislation has finally been
passed that makes it a chargeable crime to abuse the elderly.
Chatham County is doing an excellent job investigating cases and
prosecuting them; most abuse is committed by family or friends.

AAA Needs Assessment 2015 - Dr. Phillip Downs, Kerr & Downs
Research, provide a PowerPoint overview of the
2015 Needs Assessment SurveyRandom phone
interviews that were conducted with 1,000
individuals 55+ in the coastal region to assess
their needs. Overriding recommendations from
the Assessment include: (1) document area’s
aggregate capabilities to serve those who need
service; (2) identify gaps between capabilities to
‘ : serve and needs; (3) prioritize funding/resources

- needed; and (4) publicize your efforts. One of the
key findings in that funding is down and the elderly population is
up. After the presentation, Ms. Lovett explained that this
assessment is used to allocate funds or reallocate funding as
needed, and that staff is currently working on developing
programs for those who can afford to pay for services.

Fund Raising for Aging Services: Aging
Services Advisory Council Chairman Rev. Lloyd
Dees, stated that “serving the cause of seniors is
the best call of service | can do with the rest of
my life.” Dees explained that it took three years
to get legislation passed that would make it a
chargeable offense in the case of elder abuse.
He stated law enforcement now needs to be
educated and more personnel need to be hired,
which takes money. He encouraged everyone to
call their legislators and tell them what we need,
give your full support, and let your voice be heard. He stated the
goal of the Advisory Council is to raise $50,000 by next
November to assist getting individuals off of our waiting lists. He
encouraged everyone to start writing checks today made payable
to the CRC with the designation “for Aging Services.” Rev. Dees
stated he was available to talk to any group; just let him know.

CRC Welcomes Two New Employees to the Planning & Government Services Department

By: Lupita McClenning, Planning & Government Services Director

7 | ‘he CRC welcomes two new employees to the Planning and Government Services Department.

Lisa Fulton stared with the CRC on September 3™ as the Senior Planner/GIS Analyst. She earned a Master of Science in

¥ contribution requirements.

Geography from Florida State University and a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Geoscience from Valdosta State University.

As a geographer with more than 6 years of experience, she has worked for the Florida Geological Survey, Florida Department
| of Environmental Protection, Northwest Florida Water Management District, and the United States Navy producing print and
| web-based maps. She recently earned her Geographic Information Systems Professional Certification (GISP) through GISCl.org.,
which required a full, vetted portfolio evaluation in addition to specific experience, education, and community GIS

Lisa imagines a world where maps feel like riding a bike, simple and natural, thunder rumbles on command, and cold coffee is
a scientific impossibility. When she is not creating maps of Coastal Georgia, she is teaching Geography courses for Valdosta State University at
the Kings Bay Center, entertaining her fur-kids (feline and greyhound), and driving anywhere the road may lead! (continued on page 3)
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Aging and Disability Resource Connection (ADRC) Assistive Technology News
By: Peggy Luukkonen, Aging and Disability Resource Connection (ADRC) Program Manager

L.LLF.E Partnership

Living Independence for Everyone (L.I.LF.E.) Inc., located in
Savannah, is the disability resource center in Southeast GA
dedicated to leveling the playing field to create a
world where everyone can fully participate. The
ADRC and L.L.F.E. Inc. are joining forces to help
seniors and individuals with disabilities transform
disability into ability through the power of assistive
technology.

Disability may be a natural part of the aging process,
but being dependent doesn't have to be. Through
this partnership, Denise Howard from L.L.F.E. will be
at the CRC in Darien every Thursday to serve as a disability
ambassador. She will be assisting with tours, spearheading tech lab
promotions, assisting with funding strategies, and working with
vendors and the Friends of Disabled Adults and Children (FODAC)
Reuse program. For individuals with disabilities, technology makes life
possible. Through this partnership we will be better able to serve those
in our lower counties. Welcome aboard Denise!

Putting Used Medical Equipment to Good Use!

oastal Area Agency on Aging’s (AAA) Aging and Disability Resource

Connection (ADRC) is excited to
announce a wonderful new partnership
with Friends of Disabled Adults & §
Children (FODAC). This agency, based
out of Stone Mountain, Georgia,
provides home health (mobility and
daily living) equipment to people of any
age or any disability, temporary or permanent, for medically necessary
and medically helpful reasons. These items are provided at little or no
cost to the recipients and their families. Clients do not have to qualify
financially but the waiting lists may place a priority on medically
necessary and low-income individuals.

Until now, individuals who wanted to take advantage of receiving
equipment through this agency had to drive to Macon or Atlanta in order
to pick up the items they requested. We are thrilled to announce that
Coastal AAA ADRC is now a pick-up site for requested equipment
through FODAC. We will also accept donations of used medical
equipment and electronics to send back to FODAC to be refurbished for
someone else in need. All requests and donations must pre-arrange
through Coastal AAA in Darien, GA. Visit
http://www.fodac.org/video/premier-cares-video/ to learn more about
this phenomenal agency! Call 1-800-580-6860 or 912-437-0861 to make
a request for our next delivery.

Meet Rosie the Robot!

§ 7 es, you can be in two places at the same time! We are excited
to announce the addition of a new telepresence robot to our
Assistive Technology Lab.

| “Rosie” the Robot allows others to “beam in”
from a remote location by using their own
A personal tablet or computer. This technology is
exciting because it shows caregivers or medically
fragile individuals first hand how they can
literally be two places at once. For example, an
individual who might not otherwise be able to
attend school or work due to health reasons
could actually be at home, yet virtually present at
school or work. Perhaps an adult child wants to
J “beam in” on Mom who lives hundreds of miles

away. By using the arrow keys on a computer
they could move around Mom’s house to make sure she is doing
ok and things are secure. They could interact with whoever is at
the remote location just as if they were there.

Surprisingly enough, this technology is fairly inexpensive; some
units are available from just under $1,000.00. It is basically made
up of a Segway with a tablet plugged into the top—you control the
Segway from your remote location. How cool is that! Individuals
can call us at 1-800-580-6860 to find out more about Rosie or to
schedule a complete lab tour.

HCBS National Conference Participation

ikki Crangle, Aging and Disability Resource Connection

(ADRC) Resource Specialist, attended the Home and

Community Based Services (HCBS) annual conference in

Washington, D.D. August 31¢—September 3, as a representative of
g our Assistive Technology Lab.

I\ conference and spotlighted the
) partnership they currently have with
Coastal Area Agency on Aging and their
Tools for Life Program. While at the
conference, Nikki spoke with the
representatives from across the nation
about the process of building an Assistive Technology Lab. Peggy
Luukkonen, ADRC Program Manager, was also able to participate in
a presentation by the Division of Aging Services via the tele-
presence robot. This allowed conference attendees to get a first
hand look at our lab. Attendees left not only with concepts of
making their own assistive technology labs, but also with a glimpse
at pieces of technology that can directly assist their communities.

CRC Welcomes Two New Employees to the Planning & Government Services Department

(continued from page 3)

Russell Oliver accepted the position of Senior Planner Il and his first day with the CRC was on September 8, 2015. Russell has worked in both the

places including Turkey, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua.

public and private sector, which provides him with a unique appreciation for the role that government, the private sector, and
citizens play in shaping communities. Prior to joining the CRC, he practiced planning in South Caroline for the City of Spartan-
burg. While with the City, Russell worked on a variety of projects including land use plans, urban design studies, zoning initia-
tives, community facilitation, bike and pedestrian plans, and Geographic Information Systems.

Russell holds a Master of Environmental Planning and Design from the University of Georgia and a Bachelor of Landscape Ar-
= chitecture from Clemson University. He has designed for projects in the Southeastern U.S. and has international experience in

Russell is an avid urbanist and has a devoted interest in exploring the potential of filmmaking, photography, and other visual

mediums to capture the evolving site dynamics taking place within the built environment. He is constantly experimenting with all things visual and
it is these interests that play a large part in his understanding of process, layout, composition, and other factors that directly relate to landscape

architecture and regional planning.

Lisa can be reached at Ifulton@crc.ga.gov and Russell at roliver@crc.ga.gov.
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Annual Financial Audit Underway
By: Lena Geiger Finance Director

he auditors with the firm of McNair, McLemore, Middlebrooks

& Co., LLC were in our offices August 31*—September 4" to
conduct the field work on the CRC’s 2015 Financial Statements.
Their objective is to audit the basic financial statements, which
include the statements for governmental activities; the business-
type activities; each major fund; and the aggregate remaining fund
information, including the related notes to the financial statements,
and to express an opinion to us as to whether these statements are
fairly presented, in all material respects, in conformity with U.S.
generally accepted accounting principles and to report on the
fairness of the supplemental information, when considered in
relation to the financial statements as a whole. They will also report
on our internal controls related to major programs and provide an
opinion on compliance with laws, regulations and the provisions of
contracts or grant agreements, as required by the Single Audit Act
of 1996 and OMB Circular A-133.

During the exit interview, we were informed that there would be no
findings or significant deficiencies. We plan to meet with the Budget
& Finance Committee in October and present the report to the full
Council at the November meeting. These financial statements are a
part of the CRC’s 2015 Comprehensive Financial Report (CAFR).

Coastal Regional Commission (CRC) Receives a Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for the 6"
Consecutive Year

(continued from page 1)

A Certificate of Achievement is valid for a period of one year only.
We believe that our 2015 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
will continue to meet the program’s requirements and will be
submitting it to the GFOA to determine its eligibility for another
certificate.

In addition, an Award of Financial Reporting Achievement was
awarded to Lena Geiger, Finance Director, who had the primary
responsibility for preparing the award winning CAFR.

The GFOA is a nonprofit professional association serving
approximately 17,500 government finance professionals, with
offices in Chicago, IL and Washington, D.C.
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Transit Outreach
By: Don Masisak, Transportation Director

The Veterans Transportation Community Livable Initiative
(VTCLI) program contract has been extended. This will allow
the Transportation Department to increase outreach efforts to
promote the VTCLI component.

Staff is working to accelerate the implementation process by
identifying the most appropriate venues for outreach and
strategies to implement and assess similar type systems. Staff is
also working on how to integrate the VTCLI “one-call, one-click”
program into the software program used on RouteMatch to
schedule CRC trips. To gain knowledge on similar systems
currently operating a VTCLI program, staff visited a transit
operation in Wake County, North Carolina, that also uses the
RouteMatch scheduling system as an effort to expedite the
implementation components.

Coastal Regional Commission (CRC) Receives a NADO Award
(continued from page 1)

The essence of the award presented to the CRC reflected the
mission of NADO to recognize efforts that work at a regional level
and could be replicated on a national basis and help achieve and
support the “livable communities” initiative advocated by NADO.
The 2015 NADO innovative award was the “Public/Private
Partnership for Transit Program Enhancement” and the partners
included in the submission were the Georgia Department of
Transportation; Georgia Department of Human Services; Area
Agency on Aging counties served by the CRC; and entities that
have existing transit contracts and transit third party operators.

As a result of this collective effort, the opportunity to reduce
overall costs, increase operating efficiencies, and optimize
investments has been accelerated.

Upcoming Events and Meetings:

CRC Council Meeting
October 14, 2015
November 10, 2015
No meeting in December
10:00 a.m.
Richmond Hill City Center

Aging Services Advisory
Council Meetin

October 27, 2015
10:00 a.m.
Richmond Hill City Center

CCSP Networking/ADRC Council
Meetings

November 17, 2015
10:00 a.m.
Richmond Hill City Center

Serving the Cities and Counties of Coastal Georgia
Bryan, Bulloch, Camden, Chatham, Effingham, Glynn, Liberty, Long, McIntosh and Screven
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