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Coastal Regional Commission Council Approves Six Coastal Georgia Greenway Projects for Funding

he Coastal Georgia Greenway, a 155-mile endeavor, received funding in the State budget as a line item for the first time

in March. It’s meant to be a part of the even-more ambitious East Coast Greenway (ECG) that will span more than 3,000
miles from Calais, Maine to Key West, Florida. Projects approved for funding at the September 14*" CRC Council meeting
include:

= Chatham County/Cane Brake Trail - .75 mile that

will provide connectivity to the existing Basin e _ 7 S
Road shared-use path which is part of the ECG,; - coaStaI Georgla gﬂ \\/\ﬂ z.-
$17,800 Greenway Projects fa =
o | Part of the East Coast Greenway (ECG) / : 3
= Tybee Island/Marsh Hen Trail—first phase is / £
. . . . [ 3
approximately 1/2 mile of a multi-use bike and ¢ 3
pedestrian off road trail that will eventually | 1. Canebrake Trail \ S
connect Tybee to the ECG—$17,800 (-75 mile) J 2
2. Marsh Hen Trail l ::
= Brunswick/US 17 Bike Lane—will complete a .55| (.5 mile) ) S
mile gap from the Sidney Lanier Bridge to the | 3. Hwy 99 Highlander Trail g’f i
Torras Causeway—$17,800 (4 miles) £ g
4. Jekyll Island ,g 3
= St. Marys/Tabby Trail Head—park and bathroom | Hopper Trail 4}/, 3
facility for ECG trail—$17,800 Phase | (.4 mile) hng g
5. Brunswick US 17 i 4 2
= Jekyll Island Hopper Trail—Phase |—.40 mile| Bike Lane 5 P
section along the north side of Jekyll Island| (.55 mile)
Causeway working to connect to ECG 6. St Marys Tabby { :
) ) Trailhead e
= Mcintosh County/99 Highlander Trail—update | (5arking & facilities for ECG) o . 0 e
plans for 4 miles of trail that will connect to |Published: 10/3/2016 —t

ECG—$3,000

“I want to thank the members of Coastal Georgia Greenway, Inc., for their hard work on this project, and | want to commend
the Coastal Regional Commission for their diligent efforts leveraging the proper funding to make this a reality,” stated
Senator William Ligon. “This Greenway will not only promote the health and well-being of Georgia residents, but it will attract
new visitors from across the nation to our beautiful coast. It is an absolute win-win situation.

The legislature approved $100,000 for this project and asked the CRC to take the lead. The CRC invited counties and cities
to respond to a request for proposal to apply for funding to implement the trail construction. The $92,000 provided by the
State of Georgia leveraged an additional $2.4 million in private funding for these projects. The CRC will retain $8,000 to
administer the projects. “It is our hope that with the completion of these projects, the legislature will see the value on the
return of their investment, and will provide additional monies in the future to complete the East Coast Greenway,” stated
Executive Director Allen Burns.




Highlights from Past Coastal Regional Commission Council Meetings
By Colletta S. Harper, Administrative Services Director

July 2016—No CRC Council Meeting

August 10, 2016
e Approval of Minutes from June 8, 2016 meeting;

e Approval of Non-Public appointments/reappointments: Bryan-Sean Register; Bulloch-Allen Amason; Camden-Craig Root;
Chatham-Chris Blaine and Phil Phillips; Effingham-Herb Jones; Glynn-David Boland and Shaw McVeigh; Liberty-Graylan
Quarterman and Charles Frasier; Long-Ray Howard; and McIntosh-Jordy Evans;

e Approval of CADDA Board Appointment/Reappointment: Glynn County-Cedric King and Liberty County-James Rogers; and

e Approval of Coastal Greenway Project—staff to send out RFP’s, receive, evaluate, and bring to Council for final approval in
September.

Recognized for perfect attendance for FY16 was Herb Jones, Effingham County Non-Public
Representative and Graylan Quarterman, Liberty County Non-Public Representative. Mr. Quarterman
(pictured right) was the recipient of a Certificate for Perfect Attendance and a Georgia Flag that was
flown over the state Capitol.

Mr. Tim Echols, Public Service Commissioner, provided an overview of the Public Service
Commission. Five members are elected to the
Georgia Public Service Commission to regulate the
monopolies of gas, electric, and telecom. Renewable energy includes solar,
wind power, and biofuels. Georgia is all in with solar; slowly getting into
wind power; estimates around 2030-2035 there will be wind power off of
Tybee Island. Ninety percent of solar power is being sold to Georgia Power
and Taylor County is the solar capital of Georgia. Nuclear power is the
answer to closing coal plants. CNG is not catching on; but is a popular fleet
fuel. The Alternative Fuel Road show provides vehicles for inspection along
| with a two-hour seminar. Hybrids work well; electric cars work good in
Atlanta, however, not so much in the rural south. HB 170, the unfair road
use tax really hurt the sales of electric vehicles. Aside from his duties as
PSC, he also does an “Unholy Tour” focusing on child sex trafficking which
is geared for police chiefs and policy makers - not the general public. The

(I to r) Allen Burns, Executive Director, Commissioner Tim
Echols, and David Boland, CRC Council Member/GARC next tour is scheduled in Savannah on September 20* at 7:30 p.m.
Representative

September 14, 2016
e Approval of Minutes from August 10, 2016 meeting;

e Approval of Appointments to Committees of the Council: Budget & Finance- Alderman Julian Miller, City of Savannah and
Jordy Evans, Mcintosh County Non-Public; Economic Development—Jordy Evans, Mclntosh County Non Public;
Transportation—Chairman David Stevens, Mcintosh County; Commissioner Rosa Romeo, Screven County; Infrastructure—
Alderman Julian Miller, City of Savannah; Chairman David Stevens, McIintosh County;

e Approval of Coastal Greenway Projects;

e Approval to work on contractual agreement with Don Wright & Associates to lease Brunswick facility; and

e Approval for Area Agency on Aging Director Dionne Lovett to shadow the Treasurer of SE4A.

Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort (MCASB): Colonel Peter D. Buck, Commanding Officer of MCASB,
provided an overview of their installation, which encompasses a little over 7,000 acres. The Corps is
transitioning from the F-18 to the F-35, which will be the lead aircraft that will take us through the next 50
years. The FY-18s will continue to fly through 2026.

They are looking to expand the Townsend Bombing Range to 33,813 acres, which will allow them to more
efficiently meet training requirements by significantly increasing the air-to-ground training capabilities on
the east coast. Presently, squadrons must use west coast training ranges to satisfy training requirements.
2019 is the anticipated time for the acquisition process to be completed and the Range to be ready for
operation.

He noted that it is inert weapons, not live munitions, that are used and hopes that everyone will take away the concept of how
important this expansion is and what it will mean for training on the east coast.
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Highlights from Past Coastal Regional Commission Council
Meetings (continued from page 2)

Merger of Southern Company and Atlanta Gas Light (AGL):
Craig Barrs, Executive Vice-President, Customer
Service and Operations, Georgia Power, stated that
effective June 30, 2016 Georgia Power and AGL
merged and are now under one umbrella of the
Southern Company. AGL is now known as Southern
Company Gas.

Southern Company now has 11 electric and natural
gas utilities and is the second-largest utility company in the U.S.
in terms of customer base and has nearly 200,000 miles of
distribution lines and more than 80,000 miles of natural gas
pipelines.

The closing of customer service centers was a result of cutting
costs so they could keep rates flat; customer behaviors has
enabled this to happen as only 8% of overall payments are
brought into an office. Those who like to hand-deliver their
payments will still be able to do so via local businesses, i.e.,
pharmacies, Dollar General, Walmart, etc.

NextGen911 (NG9-1-1-1): Ms. Natalie Lee, GIS
Specialist, Michael Baker International, and
member of the Georgia GIS Coordinating
Committee, provided a PowerPoint overview of
NextGen911. NG9-1-1 is an Internet Protocol (IP)
based system that will allow digital information
(e.g., voice, photos, videos, text messages) to
flow seamlessly from the public, through the 911 network, and on
to emergency responders. Currently, the phone company is
responsible for the routing process through location databases,
which are not spatial; this system is underutilized and expensive
to manage (most individuals don’t have landlines anymore). In
2020, your GIS data will be responsible for routing the calls. This
is not an unfunded mandate, and grants to implement the new
system are coming; it is very important to have your plans in
place so you will be ready to go when funding is received. She
encouraged everyone to begin frank conversations with GIS and
911 stakeholders, cleanup up old, and create new databases,
maintenance workflows are needed, integrate GIS support with
emergency communications, collaborate with neighbors, learn
more, and facilitate your GIS staff learning more.

The Miracle: Ms. Beth Kersey, Fiscal Assistant Il, thanked

| everyone for their prayers, cards, and support
during her recovery period from her near fatal
'automobile accident on January 13, 2015.
Ms. Kersey showed photos of her vehicle and
of herself in the hospital after the accident.
Ms. Kersey stated that even though she lost
' an arm, has had multiple surgeries, and a few
more to go, it is
by the grace of God that she can still
do the same things that she did
before the accident. Ms. Kersey
received a round of applause and
standing ovation for her return to
the CRC.

AAA Director Re-elected to GGS Board

‘ D ionne Lovett was re-elected to serve

an additional three years on the
board of Georgia Gerontology Society
(GGS) at the annual meeting and
conference on Jekyll Island on August 8—
10. GGS is the largest state organization
of multidisciplinary professionals in the
field of aging. It’s mission is to educate, serve and
advocate for older adults and their families. GGS
promotes efforts to meet the needs of older persons
through innovative and state of the art approaches to
service; and serves as the focal point of Senior Advocacy
relating to public and social policy within the state of
Georgia. Dionne has been selected to serve as co-chair
of GGS’ Advocacy Committee.

Loreatha Jenkins Trained as Tai Chi Instructor

he Wellness Program Manager,
Loreatha Jenkins, was recently
trained as a Tai Chi Instructor for Tai Chi

there are two active instructors in the g
aging services network.

GeorgiaCares Volunteer Certification Training and
Recognition
On August 12-14, 2016, Coastal Area Agency on
Aging (AAA) and Heart of Altamaha AAA hosted a
Volunteer Certification Training and Recognition event
for the GeorgiaCares Program. The weekend event was
packed with educational workshops, case scenarios,
testimonials, good food and networking opportunities.
With more than 60 volunteers, program staff and
friends of the GeorgiaCares program gathering to
support Georgia Medicare beneficiaries, we are looking
forward to a promising year!

UPCOMING CRC MEETINGS

CRC Council Meetings CCSP/ADRC Council

October 12, 2016 Meeting
November 9, 2016 November 15, 2016
No December meeting 10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m. Richmond Hill City
Richmond Hill City Center
Center

Aging Services Advisory
Council Meeting

October 25, 2016
10:00 a.m.
Richmond Hill City Center
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Assistive Technology Lab News
By: Peggy Luukkonen, ADRC Program Manager

he popularity of the Assistive Technology Lab at the Coastal Area Agency on Aging (AAA) in Darien continues to grow.
Denise Howard from the Center for Independent Living in Savannah is available each Thursday for private consultations and
tours. During the months of July, August and September, we have seen the following activity:

*  Twenty-five people visited the lab for tours and consultations.

*  Sixteen people received equipment or supplies under HCBS funding instead of being placed on
an HCBS waiting list for services. That means instead of waiting for a bath aide, some individuals
have been provided with the equipment they need to bathe themselves.

*  Six people received equipment through the Friends of Adults and Children (FODAC) equipment |8
re-use program. Used equipment is being recycled to help those who need it!

E

Peggy Luukkonen, ADRC Program Manager, was a presenter at the National Area Agency on Aging
Conference in San Diego in July, sharing information about the Assistive Technology Lab and how assistance is being provided to
people in our communities in non-traditional ways. She remotely connected to the lab during the presentation through the use of

the telepresence robot so participants could actually see first-hand what has been accomplished.
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Training to Focus on Addressing Elder Abuse in
Savannah

By: Dionne Lovett, Aging Services Director

Georgia Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
(CJCO), in partnership with Coastal Area
Agency on Aging (AAA), the Rape Crisis Center of
Coastal Empire, the Savannah-Chatham
Metropolitan Police Department, and the Office of
District Attorney (Eastern Judicial Circuit) hosted its
first Law Enforcement training in Savannah on
August 31, 2016. Through a grant sponsored by
Office on Violence Against Women and the National
Clearing House on Abuse in Later Life, partner
agencies provide training to officers focusing on
improving law enforcement response and
investigation techniques of elder abuse. Eighteen
people including sixteen new recruits and two
Veteran officers from the Public Defender’s office
attended the training. The trainees commented that
they liked the videos, the instructors from different
agencies, and the exercises that were integrated
into the training. Training was evaluated on Course
Materials, Instructors, Usefulness, Practical
Exercises, Facilities, and Overall Experience.
Thirteen out of eighteen evaluations showed the
highest rating of excellent in all categories. The
other five were good to excellent. (Ratings options:
Poor, Fair, Good, Excellent).

The grant - End Abuse in Later Life project will also
address enhanced training of training of law
enforcement, inadequate coordination between the
criminal justice system and victim service providers,
and insufficient outreach and services to victims of
elder abuse. There are additional trainings
scheduled for scheduled for September, October,
November, and December. The SCMPD is making
this a mandatory training for all officers and will
issue POST credit for the class.
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Don’t Drown in Your Mortgage

Do you owe more on your mortgage than your home is worth? A

new, limited-time, federally funded
T . Acr g
DO YOU OWE MORE ON ocr. 5
state initiative called Underwater Georgia B9 You OWE MORE ON 1o,
(www.underwatergeorgia.org) may be able to YOUR HOME!S wokTHz
jmitadime fedsrsll funded, state
hel B government program may be able to help.
p Underwater 4\
o

For eligible applicants, Underwater Georgia
may be able to provide a one-time payment
of up to $50,000 to reduce the principal
balance on your home.

underwatergeorgia.org

From now until October 18, Vvisit

underwatergeorgia.org to determine if you may qualify and begin a
pre-application. Because demand for the program is expected to far
surpass total resources available, Underwater Georgia will operate
through a random third-party selection process. Once funds have been
exhausted, the program will close.

To qualify, homeowners must meet several criteria about how long
they’ve owned the home, total mortgage balance and loan to value
ratio, total household income and assets, and other factors. Applicants
cannot have previously received assistance through HomeSafe Georgia.

Don’t miss this limited-time opportunity to see if you qualify. Visit
underwatergeorgia.org today.

Community Health Needs Assessment
By: Dionne Lovett, Aging Services Director

he Liberty Regional Medical Center is in the process of conducting

a Community Health Needs Assessment to help develop a specific
health profile of Liberty County’s population and determine how the
community perceives its current health status and health care needs. A
significant component of the needs assessment includes community
input. Dionne Lovett attended on behalf of Coastal Area Agency on
Aging (AAA) to provide feedback from the perspective of needed
services for older adults and persons with disabilities. The meeting was
held August 17, 2016 at the Liberty Medical Center.
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